
Welcome to our

phonics workshop

for parents.

31.01.23



-Introduction and importance of reading.

-ELS scheme.

-How do we assess phonics in our school?

-What do phonics booster sessions look like at St Mary’s?

-A phonics session summary.

-Support at home: Guide to eBooks.

-Pure sounds: Importance of pronunciation.

Outline:
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Reading is the gateway to learning. It is the key to pupils’ future academic achievement and 

well-being. Pupils who struggle to read words accurately quickly fall behind their peers. 

They read less and do not accumulate the necessary background knowledge and vocabulary 

from reading.

Pupils who are struggling with reading need help. Comprehension suffers when pupils cannot 

read words accurately and fluently. Pupils who are struggling to read the words on a page 

find that their working memory is overloaded. They can’t make sense of what they read, 

can’t recall previous content, and so fall behind in any subject that requires reading.
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Reading @ St. Mary’s
Independent reading (am x 5)

Whole-class reading book (pm x 4)

VIPERs reading skills sessions (x3 per week)

Read-It week (1st week of every genre unit)

1-2-1 Reading support (am x 5)

Library visit (30 min. weekly)

High quality texts within foundation subjects

PIXL reading therapies (pm x 3)

Phonic intervention (am x 3)

Matched-phonics book for home reading (daily)
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Why ELS?

• Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen 

phonics programme.

• This is a government accredited programme.

• We believe it will offer a more seamless transition 

for children moving up to St. Mary’s from Manor 

Field Infant School, who have also adopted the scheme 

this academic year. 

• Provides children with the very best opportunity to 

improve reading skills and a ‘Love for Reading’. 



How do we assess phonics in our school?

• We baseline assess all children who join us in Year 3.

• To pick up any gaps in your child’s phonics bank.

• This helps us identify children who would benefit from 

phonics booster sessions.

• This also helps us group children with similar gaps.

• These identified child are then assessed half-termly thereon until their 

phonics bank is secure.



We assess the whole spectrum of sounds taught from Reception 

onwards; this helps us identify any gaps.



What do phonics booster sessions look like at St Mary’s?

• 8.55- 9:15am every Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday. 

• 20 minute phonics booster sessions 

which target identified sounds.

• Short and pacey sessions; children often 

enjoy taking part in these sessions!

• Children work in a smaller and quieter 

space, for example the library.



A phonics session summary.

• Each session begins by reviewing sounds 

which children should already know.

• We then revisit ‘harder to read and spell 

words’. The adult models using ‘me then 

you’.

• We then ‘sound talk’ words using ‘robot 

arms’ and ‘blending hands’.



• We then move onto the ‘teach stage’.

• We focus on teaching target graphemes.

• Lots of opportunities for oral blending 

e.g. c / oa/ t

• ‘Me then you’ adult modelling.

• Segmenting and blending.

• Using rhymes to help children hear the 

sounds within words.



• Then we move onto the ‘Practise stage’.

• Children put into practise what they have 

just learnt.

• Reading words containing the focus sound.

• Practise activities e.g. sorting words with 

the same sound but different spelling.



Support at home.
• Reading every day with your child will help 

improve their confidence and outcomes.

• This helps them view themselves as a ‘good 

reader’.

• We want children to practise reading their 

book 4 times a week, working on these 

skills: decode, fluency, expression.

• We want children to develop a strong 

orthographic map. Reading a word many 

times will help build fluency.
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Support at home: eBooks.

• Your child will be set at least one decodable eBook 

every week (Friday).

• Reading at home will help boost your child’s 

reading confidence.

• eBooks will be carefully matched to the phonics 

booster sessions which your child attends.
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Pure sounds.

• Clear pronunciation of phonemes is vital.

• Helps children blend more easily.

• Avoid the ‘uh’ sound.

• c – a –t

• Avoid cuh – a –t



Thank you so much for 

your support and 

attending our parent 

workshop.

Any questions?


